
COMMITMENT WEEKEND
NOVEMBER 5 - 6
On Commitment Weekend, November 5 – 6, you are invited to bring your completed response 
form to Mass where it will be received in a special way.  Prior to Commitment Sunday, through 
presentations in church, mailings and telephone calls, we will communicate how vital this appeal 
is to the future of our congregation.  If you cannot be with us on November 5 – 6, please return 
your response envelope to church by mail or in the off ertory collection.  

OUR APPEAL TEAM
We are thankful for the dedicated members of our parish who are giving of their time and talent 
to help make our HONOR THE PAST, SACRIFICE FOR THE FUTURE APPEAL a success.  The 
appeal has been led by our Core Team, consisting of: 

Tim Taff     Mike Derdzinski    Deb Labermeier    David Niles    Duane Filtz
Patty Ingrilli    Robbie Allbright    Tom Powers    John Th omas

Mark & Deb Frederick    Dan Pitterle    Fr. Dennis Wieland

Everyone who has contributed, called someone, spoken to others, or prayed regarding this appeal 
has blessed our parish.  There are too many names to list, but know how vital you are to our ministry 
here at St. Joseph. Together, we leave a legacy of faith for the next generation.

St. Joseph Congregation
ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT:
KEEPING OUR MINISTRIES STRONG
As we honor the past, we are called to continue the legacy of St. Joseph by insuring our ministries remain strong. 
Our ministries – worship, music, Christian education, invitation, outreach, service, care – depend on your 
regular off erings. During this appeal, all members and friends are asked to prayerfully consider renewing, and 
increasing by 2 – 3% if possible, our annual pledge of regular giving in support of our ministries and parish 
operations.  Keeping our regular giving strong allows us to keep touching hearts and lives with Christ’s love 
through our many ministries. Our regular off erings need to be our fi rst priority in giving.  

CAPITAL FUND COMMITMENT:
SHARING TOGETHER TO TAKE CARE OF OUR FACILITIES
Our goal is to raise $2 million in initial cash gifts and three-year commitments. Raising this amount of money 
means we will need special gifts from all parishioners, over and above their regular contributions to the parish. 
Th e response to the appeal will determine what we can aff ord to do and when we can aff ord to do it. In early 
2017, we will know the total funds we can expect from our parishioners. At that time, we will fi nalize our 
plans with aff ordability in mind. We will not do any long-term borrowing, but rather “pay as you go.” Th e 
Archdiocese requires 50% of the project cost in-hand. Th e sooner we receive the funds committed in our capital 
appeal, the sooner the projects can be accomplished.

As you respond to our appeal, we encourage you to consider making a kick-off  gift and then a three-year 
commitment. We ask all of our members and friends to prayerfully consider the following Invitation to Give 
options: 

MATCH EXISTING SACRIFICIAL GIVING - As a starting point, could you match your 
current regular giving over the next three years? For example, if you are currently 
giving $20 per week ($1,040 a year) to the church’s ministry, please consider giving 
an additional $20 per week to our capital fund over the next three years, for a total 
commitment of $3,120.

LEADERSHIP GIFT - If you are in a position to give more, we ask you to pray and 
consider making a leadership gift of $5,000 to $20,000 over the next three years.

LEGACY GIFT - We invite those who have been fi nancially blessed to pray and consider making a legacy gift 
of $20,000 to $100,000 or more over the three-year period.

CONSIDER GIFTS OF ASSETS. You are encouraged to consider gifts of assets such as stocks, IRAs, paid-up life 
insurance, and other investments. Th ere are very simple steps to donating stock and other assets, and there may 
be tax advantages for you as well. If you wish to contribute a gift other than cash, contact Debbie Labermeier in 
our church offi  ce.

St. Joseph Congregation    12130 W. Center St.    Wauwatosa, WI 53222

ONE APPEAL -ONE APPEAL -
      TWO COMMITMENTS      TWO COMMITMENTS

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

                                                                                        Colossians 3:17

Capital Fund 
& 

Annual Stewardship Appeal



HONOR THE PAST
Since St. Joseph’s beginning in 1855 on the corner of 11th & Cherry, 
the faithful have come together to pray, develop relationships with 
other Catholics, and serve the Church and the community. Th ose early 
parishioners showed great foresight and tremendous generosity in the 
design and development of our current parish buildings. Our facilities 
served us well through the 20th century and have allowed us to fulfi ll our 
mission of bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to our community. We 
invite all parishioners to pause and give thanks for the legacy of sacrifi cial 
giving shown by those who came before us. 

SACRIFICE FOR 
THE FUTURE
We are now called to prepare for the future God has in mind for 
us. Th is appeal is our opportunity to build upon our blessings. 
By sustaining our ministries and remaining good stewards of the 
facilities entrusted to us, this appeal reaches out to the entire parish 
to renew and grow our annual stewardship commitment of time, 
talent, and treasure in support of our ongoing ministries and parish 
expenses throughout 2017. Th rough this appeal, we also strive to 
raise funds to accomplish our proposed facilities plan so that we have 
the physical spaces needed to confi dently continue the work of Jesus 

in the 21st century. May God bless our appeal as we Honor the Past, and Sacrifi ce for the Future! 

OUR FOCUS IS ON CHRIST
At St. Joseph, we pray for all to encounter Christ, be transformed by Christ, and accept 
Christ’s commission to spread the Gospel. We are reminded that our facilities are intended 
to help us fulfi ll this purpose. Facilities provide the means to share God’s mercy as we 
minister to the needs of people. We grow in faith and service so that we can reach beyond 
our parish walls to bring hope to the world. It is with this purpose in mind that we 
pursue the proposed facilities plan. 

OUR PARISH NEEDS
Annual Stewardship Appeal
Goal: Sustain and increase our regular off erings by 2 - 3%
Our members have been generous with their support for our 
parish. We are asking all members to prayerfully consider 
renewing, and increasing if possible by 2 – 3%, their regular 
giving to support St. Joseph ministries and parish operations. An 
increase in regular off erings will help sustain our current church 
activities, and support the growth of new opportunities for 
service and ministry. We want to remain a vital congregation well 
into the future for our parishioners, visitors, and the community. 

Capital Fund Appeal
Goal: $2 million over the next three years to fund our facilities 
plan
Our campus was constructed in the 1960s and 70s,with the gym 
added in the 1990s. Th e buildings have served our parish well, 
but most of the mechanical systems in the parish offi  ce building 
have surpassed their life expectancy. 

Th e proposed facilities plan is based on your feedback.
First presented in Spring 2016, the plan has evolved to refl ect the 
good input we received from parishioners during our feasibility 
study. Also, based on that input, we are focusing our eff orts on 
maintenance, updating, and making essential repairs of those 
facilities in most need of attention. We have dropped the plans 
from the earlier proposal to build a new gathering space and 
refurbish the church interior.

THE TWO PHASES OF OUR FACILITIES PLAN
Phase One: Renovate and add space to the existing Parish 
Center. (Estimated cost $850,000)

 • Electrical, heating, cooling, air movement, life safety, 
and plumbing systems all require replacement. Th e building 
was constructed in the 1960s as a convent and does not meet 
our ongoing requirement for offi  ce and meeting space.
 • We also propose reclaiming the chapel from the old 
convent to provide for a space for prayer and refl ection when 
the Church is not open.

Phase Two: Maintenance and improvement projects. 
(Estimated cost $1,150,000)

 • Parking & Water: Repave parking lots, foundation 
repair, and ground water abatement. ($450,000)
 • Security & Life Safety: Electronic locks on all interior 
and exterior doors, new fi re alarm system for school and gym, 
parish-wide security system. ($150,000)
 • School Refurbishing: Wall & window replacement in 
school courtyard, replace heating/ventilation controls, replace 
ceiling tiles. ($550,000)

“I believe in St. Joseph’s mission and 
its importance to families and the 
community. Everything is a gift 
from God and I need to show my 
gratitude for what St. Joe’s had 
done for my family.”  – Duane Filtz

CONCEPTUAL FACILITIES PLAN
Zimmerman Architectural Studios has provided us with conceptual plan ideas and building cost estimates.  When we 
move forward knowing what the parish can aff ord to do, the project will be put out to bid and fi nal design decisions 
would then be made. We will not do any long-term borrowing.

“It is a wonderful blessing to be 
a member of this congregation. My 
wife and I love our St. Joseph faith 
community and we want the best 
now and for future generations.”                         
                  – Dan Pitterle

“The sacrificial giving of the people who built our parish facilities 60 years ago was exceptional. 
We need to respect and honor them by continuing what they began.”                    - Tim Taff

“Our ancestors in faith sacrificed for the original St. Joe’s downtown, and then for the current 
facilities. We benefit from what they gave. It’s our turn to ensure future generations have the 
faith-enriching experiences we all now enjoy.”                               - Carol & David Niles

“We are hopeful that St. Joseph continues to grow as a faith-filled community with the 
physical resources to support it.”                                  – Michael Derdzinski


